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Library Education in Seijo Elementary School

Noboru Shiomi
(Department of Pedagogy)

This paper is one of historical studies of school library movement in Japan.

On April 1917, Dr. Masataro Sawayanagi established Seijo Elementary School. It was the experi-
mental school based on the educational theories of Sawayanagi that was described in “Practical
Education” published in 1909. It tried unique practices in the learning method and curricular reform
that could not be found in the public school at that time.

One of the results of education done in this school was reform of Japanese language instruction:
setting an hour of hearing, reading and building school library. So many teachers in this school
encouraged their pupils to read and promoted library education. This practices was widely announced
through a journal “Kyoiku Mondai Kenkyu”, lectures and workshops etc., and could made enlarged
image of “library in school”.

Seijo school library had been opened as response to changes in curriculum and got their place in
instruction process. We can say that it was the first and best provided library of elementary school in
pre-war Japan. The practices of this school disclose that school library is indispensable for school
education.



