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Thinking ‘Ma’ Concept in Japanese Music
—From the Viewpoint of Shamisen Playing in Rokyoku—

Kitacawa Junko

Music Education

The purpose of this paper is to examine ‘ma’ concept in Japanese music. ‘Ma’, literally means
space, is a crucial concept for actors, dancers, performers and musicians in Japanese culture and
has been considered as a unique aesthetics of Japan. The present paper deals with the usage of
‘ma’ at shamisen playing in rokyoku. The results show that ‘ma’ is not spiritualistic concept but

refers actual musical aspects such as rhythm, timing and beat.

Key Words: Japanese music, rokyoku, shamisen, ‘ma’



