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Shamisen-playing at Tanka (Lines) in R6kyoku
KITAGAWA Junko

Music Education

A work of rokyoku contains both melodic parts and lines. The lines are called ‘tanka’. The purpose of this
article is to examine the improvisational ways of shamisen playing at tanka in rékyoku. It became clear that
three kinds of the ways exist in shamisen playing at tanka. Firstly, shamisen player can put a few notes into
an interval in vocalist (rokyokushi)’s verbal phrase. In this case, it is entrusted shamisen player which notes
may be chosen. Secondly, shamisen player can continue to play melodic line that precedes tanka part. In this
case, it is entrusted shamisen player which figure may be play next. Thirdly, shamisen player can direct or
describe musically the content of the text. In this case, shamisen player sometimes uses musical quotation
from other genres of shamisen music.

Key Words: rokyoku, shamisen, improvisation, tanka, musical quotation



