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An Oral Tradition of the Shamisen- Playing in Rékyoku
KITAGAWA Junko

Music Education

The shamisen- playing in rékyoku is taught orally, without using any notations, from a sishé (teacher) to
a deshi (pupil) . The main contents of the lessons are memorizing some melodic patterns. After the deshi
has almost mastered the lessons and tries to become a professional player, he or she may practice the tunes
in the interaction with the rokyokushi. In this process, the melodic patterns of shamisen already mastered
are frequently transformed, and in some cases, a new melodic pattern is created. It is thought that such
a process, which includes plural social factors, constitutes an important aspect of the oral tradition of the
shamisen-playing in rokyoku.

Key Words: rokyoku, shamisen, oral tradition, secondary orality, community






