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ToéchOken Kumoemon and Yoshida Naramaru I
— An analysis of fushi in naniwabushi —

KITAGAWA Junko
Music Education

The work of a rékyoku (naniwabushi) recitation consists of the combination of fushi (melodic parts) and
tanka (spoken lines) . Fushi is not composed completely beforehand; rather, it is somewhat improvised by
the performer at each demonstration. In this article, the author analysed fushi by Toéchiken Kumoemon
and Yoshida Naramaru II from the viewpoints of melodic lines and patterns, placement of the highest and
lowest notes, and tonal progressions. As a result, fushi by these two performers were found to have common
features as well as differences. Furthermore, some melodic patterns were used in multiple works, with
slight modifications given. The conclusion is as follows. First, some common principles about constructing
fushi may exist among different performers. Second, fushi in naniwabushi may be a process in which the
performer’ s plural choices are sequentially decided.

Key Words: rékyoku (naniwabushi), melodic pattern, improvisation, Tochtiken Kumoemon, Yoshida Naramaru II



