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Perception of Sexual Violence and its Effects on Life: a Qualitative Research for Building

Support Systems in Response to Sexual Violence

SAITO Azusax, OKAMOTO Kaorix*, Otake Yuko*ksk, skkskxk

*Faculty of Human Sciences, Mejiro University
*% Faculty of Human Studies, Seisen Jogakuin College
k%% Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

*kk%k School of Anthropology & Museum Ethnography, University of Oxford

In this study, interviews were conducted on 31 females with the aim of revealing how
sexual violence affected the victim and to examine the relationship between the sexual
violence damage perception process and the impacts of the violence. Our thematic analysis
revealed that the impacts that the damage had on victims were narrated under two themes:
“Encroachment to victim’s dignity and independence” and “Encroachment on intimate
relationship and sexual relationship with others”. Further, in cases where victims did not
perceived episodes as cases of sexual violence or had an image different from that of sexual
violence, they exhibited the state of “incapable to perceive the damage as such”, and
impacts of damage persisted when there was no awareness of being victimized. The road to

recovery began after perceiving the damage as such.

Key Words: Sexual violence, Perception of sexual violence, victim support
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