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An International Understanding Program for Elementary Students:
Collaborative Approach to Lesson Planning between Pre-Service Teachers and International Students
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This paper is a practical report on the activities of an international understanding educational program
conducted for two 6th grade classes in an elementary school. The greatest feature of this program is the
collaboration between Japanese pre-service teachers and international students to create and conduct
lessons which are taught several times throughout the year, instead of a single exchange meeting. The goal
of these lessons is to facilitate experiences with various countries cultures, traditions and customs other
than their own, and to develop a global perspective in which the children feel closer to the international
world and broaden their perceptions. In each class, the topics such as food, language, music, play, etc. were
selected, and international students introduced the culture and customs of their home country. The children
experienced various cultures while closely communicating with their visiting international lecturers. As
an outcome of recurrent lessons, the children became less puzzled, more familiar, and willing to engage
with foreign cultures. It was noted that questions directed to the visiting lecturers increased, and in each
class the children continued to make new discoveries about the cultures and customs of their international
lecturers.

key words : elementary school, international understanding program, international students,
collaborative approach, lesson planning



