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Supporting Classes for Japanese Language Departments of Overseas Universities Aiming at
Collaborative Reading Comprehension:
Taking the Class “Introduction and Discussion to Modern Japanese Literature I 7 of the

Department of Applied Japanese, National Pingtung University, Taiwan as a Practical Example

INOUE, Hirohumi', Fu, Yuhsiang’, and MURAI, Takato'

'Department of Japanese Education Course for School Teacher, Osaka Kyoiku University,

*Department of Applied Japanese, National Pingtung University

Summary: This paper presents a practical example of the class “Japanese Modern Literature Lecture and Discussion (1)”
at the Department of Applied Japanese Language, National Pingtung University, Taiwan, which was implemented as one
of the classes’support courses for Japanese language departments at overseas universities using an online conference
system. It is an introduction and reflection on the issues and possibilities of the method. Using elementary level Japanese
language teaching materials, the narrative text “Naita Akaoni” and the explanatory text “Manga no Hoho”, we attempted a
collaborative reading activity through discussion between groups of Japanese and Taiwanese university students. With the
“Naita Akaoni” text, each group of Osaka Kyoiku University students followed the support plan prepared, while students
working with the “Manga no Hoho” text, read collaboratively using the same lesson plan and Google Docs, and so they
analyzed two panel cartoons. The evaluation of Japanese and Taiwanese university students who participated in the class
was very positive. A class teacher at Pingtung University verified the learning effect of the support class and confirmed its

effectiveness.

keywords: Japanese education, online class support, collaborative reading, narrative text, explanatory text, National

Pingtung University



