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A Study on “Segyou-uta” written by Hakuin Ekaku

Mitsuyasu ONO

Department of Japanese and Japanese Literature,
Osaka Kyoiku Unijversity, Kashiwara, Osaka 582, Japan.

The biggest character of Kinsei-minyou (folk songs in the Edo era) is the moral words
of songs. Most of the folk songs preach children duty to their parents. It has been un-
derstood that the content of these songs was influenced by Confucian moral, but the ma-
jority of the folk songs were written from the viewpoint of Zen in Buddhism and Singaku.

“Segyou-uta”, which was written by Hakuin Ekaku, is treated in this report. Hakuin
was a Zen priest in the Edo era.

At first, I studied the books of “Segyvou-uta” as a basic research. As a result, it was
found that they can be classified into four divisions. I report the text of each division,

and try to compare and investigate them.

Key Words; Hakuin, “Segyou-uta”, the folk songs in the Edo era, the books of “Segyou-

uta”, moral,
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